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In this issue: Pentecost Celebration 2006 CCR Flanders (Dutch-speaking Belgium)

On Whit Monday about 1200 people from the whole of Flanders attended the annual Pentecost Celebration. This year it was held at the Basilica of Our Lady of Edegem near Antwerp. Local prayer groups organized coaches to this event from every corner of Flanders.

Choir and orchestra led a sing-in which was followed by a warm welcome to and from everyone. This was followed by a contemplation about the “Year of Prayer” which is celebrated by our church. The Holy Spirit works through six small moves in the life of somebody who says “yes” to the Lord without knowing the consequences of this “yes”.

LIKE MARY

The model of this meditation was the life of Mary as described in the gospels. Contemplating Mary we learn how to pray and how to come to a more conscious choice for Christian life.

Praying is listening. 
Praying is keeping everything in your heart. 
Praying is letting go. 
Praying  is searching for Gods Will. 
Praying is surrender. 
Praying is being still.

In the afternoon we meditated on the seventh move: 
Praying is letting the Holy Spirit do His Work in us.
Every step was elaborated creatively by means of sight and sound, spontaneous interviews in the public and a testimony alternated with praise which led us slowly into quietness as a preparation to Adoration of Jesus in the Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist.

PRAYER TEAM

During lunchtime there was a service of healing and reconciliation with long queues of men and women waiting for the laying of hands end confession.

The afternoon program started with praise followed by 2 testimonies: one about the role of Mary and the Holy Spirit and His gifts in actual life and one about a growing vocation to the priesthood. The prayer team went out into the church and shortly laid hands on all attendees whilst the choir and all present fervently implored the infilling of the Holy Spirit and His gifts. The praising was alternated with prophecies and words of knowledge. The presence of the Holy Spirit was tangible.

IMPORTANCE OF THE NEW MOVEMENTS

The day was concluded with the Eucharist celebrated by 27 priests with the parish priest amongst them and lasting nearly 2 hours. The children had their own input in this celebration.

In his homily Father Nicolaas Gorts o.praem. stressed the importance of the new movements in the church of today. He mentioned Pope Benedict  XVI who had just called them together at the Eve of Pentecost. 

And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance (Acts 2, 4).

Marc Meirsman - Chairman CCR- Flanders  (Translation from Dutch into English: Nadine Pyck)
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